had not even noticed him  lie picked up anothei telegram
from the table
'Government noithcrn xoqum has evacuated Archangel
Stop Troops still loyal falling back on Murmansk Stop
Fresh Communist using m Murmansk '
Makcev closed his eyes, and giopcd lor another tele-
gram m the heap
'Chita  Ataman Scmionov informs General Ungcrn     '
'CapUm,' murmured the telegraphist in a low voice,
as though he did not want to be heard outside, CI can't
leave the instrument Would you be good enough to fetch
Colonel Law en/ at once?'
Makcev made his way towards the colonel's quarters
Soldiers passed at the urn   On the platfoxm outside
Laurcnz's quarters a sentry presented aims
'Is the colonel in-*' asked Makecv
'No, Sir The colonel is with His Excellency'
Makcev ciosscd the street  Behind Ungcrn's quarters
a camel gave tongue   Ungern and Limitni came out of
the barracks  Makecv hastened up to the m
'Colonel, you're wanted in the telegraph office '
Til  go  myself,'   said   Ungern   *Give  the  necessary
orders, Colonel'
He hurned away
* What's happening ?' asked Makcev again
*I haven't time to tell you just now,' replied Laurenz,
and he, too, went off with his springy step  Makcev was
left alone
A wail descended from the sky A flight of storks were
passing over Daui la So they, too, are on the wing already,
reflected Makcev He followed the black triangle with his
eyes as it disappeared southwards towards the Mongolian
frontier Then another sound ascended into the sky a
regular, powerful, purposeful sound An aeroplane de-
scribed a semicircle over the station and set ofl m pursuit
of the birds The sky was empty again